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meaningful action rather than empty
proclamations. Congress must finally
pass a Dream Act to provide Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals, DACA,
recipients with the protections they
deserve, so they can continue their
contributions to this country. It is
time for the Senate to take up and pass
S. 2144, legislation I introduced with
Senators VAN HOLLEN and FEINSTEIN,
to provide a pathway to legal perma-
nent residency for TPS holders in the
United States. We are long overdue
with respect to passing comprehensive
immigration reform.

We must also address systemic issues
in our healthcare, tax, and education
systems, many of which are particu-
larly harmful to Hispanic commu-
nities. Like all Americans, Hispanics
deserve access to quality public
schools, affordable and widely avail-
able medical care, and tax reform
which reduces the burden for middle
and low-income workers.

We must further provide Puerto Rico
with the resources and support it needs
to recover. More than a year after Hur-
ricane Maria, the situation remains
desperate. Our fellow American citi-
zens on the island deserve real support
in their time of need.

Hispanic Americans are facing im-
mense challenges, but seek the same
noble goals as all other Americans.
Now is the time to stand with His-
panic, Latina, and Latino Americans
against prejudice, divisive rhetoric,
and harmful policies. In doing so, we
will better uphold the ideals of our Na-
tion and create a better country for all
Americans.
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40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NA-
TIONAL INSTITUTE ON DIS-
ABILITY, INDEPENDENT LIVING,
AND REHABILITATION RE-
SEARCH

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, on be-
half of millions of people with disabil-
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ities, today I wish to celebrate the 40th
anniversary of the establishment of the
National Institute on Disability, Inde-
pendent Living, and Rehabilitation Re-
search, NIDILRR, and its 40 years of
accomplishments and contributions to
the lives of people with disabilities.

NIDILRR is the Federal agency sup-
porting applied research, demonstra-
tion, training, and technical assistance
to enhance the quality of life of people
with disabilities. NIDILRR’s mission is
to generate new knowledge and to pro-
mote its effective use to improve the
abilities of people with disabilities to
perform activities of their choice in
the community and to expand society’s
capacity to provide full opportunities
and accommodations for our citizens
with disabilities. NIDILRR carries out
its mission by building the capacity of
institutions and individuals to conduct
high-quality research in the major life
domains, including employment, par-
ticipation in the community, commu-
nity integration, and health.

NIDILRR plays a unique and critical
role in Federal research. NIDILRR-
sponsored projects and programs target
populations that include all disability
types and all age groups. While other
Federal research entities fund preven-
tion, cure, and acute rehabilitation re-
search, which are vital for people with
disabilities, NIDILRR invests in ap-
plied research meant to quickly trans-
late to greater independence, commu-
nity participation, and employment for
people with disabilities.

The many contributions of
NIDILRR’s grantees cannot be over-
stated. Our Nation owes a debt of grati-
tude to the researchers and practi-
tioners whose efforts empower people
with disabilities to lead proud, produc-
tive lives in pursuit of independence,
community living, and employment.
During October, which is National Dis-
ability Employment Awareness Month,
it is important to highlight the major
role that NIDILRR has played in pro-
moting and enabling the employment
of people with disabilities. Over the
past 40 years, NIDILRR-funded re-
searchers have been extraordinarily
productive, including in my home
State of Washington. Across the United
States, grantees have created more
than 1,200 new products, including
peer-reviewed publications, interven-
tion protocols, measurement tools, and
software and technologies that impact
the field of rehabilitation and enhance
the lives of people with disabilities.

NIDILRR-funded fellowship programs
have trained and supported a substan-
tial number of emerging scholars, re-
searchers, and policy implementation
experts, including a significant focus
on scholars with disabilities and those
from minority communities. NIDILRR-
funded fellows have contributed to sub-
stantive policy development in Con-
gress, including by serving as content
experts on my staff at the Senate Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions. NIDILRR supports the
ADA National Network, which provides

S6809

information, guidance, and training on
the Americans with Disabilities Act to
businesses, employers, State and local
governments, architects, disability or-
ganizations, and individuals with dis-
abilities. In addition, NIDILRR also
supports AbleData, an information cen-
ter hosting an extensive database of as-
sistive technology products and re-
sources to increase awareness of and
access to assistive devices. Finally,
NIDILRR supports the National Reha-
bilitation Information Center, NARIC,
a research library and information cen-
ter that promotes access to disability,
independent living, and rehabilitation
research information.

The need for NIDILRR’s important
work will only increase in the coming
decades. Demographic trends indicate a
substantial increase in the number of
people with disabilities as a result of
the effects of injuries, illnesses, chron-
ic conditions, developmental disabil-
ities, and an aging population.
NIDILRR will continue to play a crit-
ical role in empowering this growing
population of individuals with disabil-
ities to live the American dream. The
next 40 years of NIDILRR hold much
promise for the future of addressing
the emerging needs of people with dis-
abilities and the need for disability,
independent living, and rehabilitation
research.

I congratulate the National Institute
on Disability, Independent Living, and
Rehabilitation Research on its 40th an-
niversary and the significant accom-
plishments and contributions it has
made to enhance the quality of life for
people with disabilities in the United
States. I am proud of the work
NIDILRR has funded and the dedicated
researchers and practitioners that have
improved employment, participation
and community integration, and health
and function for people with disabil-
ities. I look forward to 40 more years of
NIDILRR’s continued contributions to
our society.

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
MURDER OF MULUGETA SERAW

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, this No-
vember, my hometown of Portland
marks a somber occasion: the 30th an-
niversary of the murder of Mulugeta
Seraw, a 28-year-old Ethiopian college
student, by racist skinheads. This hor-
rific case galvanized the city, as well as
the State of Oregon, to stand up to
hate crimes and acts of violence by the
neo-Nazi movement in the Pacific
Northwest. While this brutal slaying
happened 30 years ago, it remains fresh
in the minds of many who lived
through that time and for people who
still experience discrimination and
hate today.

Mulugeta’s path to our country mir-
rors those of so many others who came
to America. He came to the United
States seeking an education. A college
student in Portland, he worked mul-
tiple jobs and remitted money to Ethi-
opia to support his son, Henock.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-12T11:33:35-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




